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Welcome Our New Members 

A hearty welcome to our newest members, Paul 

Wang, Joel Biskie, and Brian Phipps. 

Paul Wang is a pilot working on his commercial 

pilot license, and will be flying the Bonanza. 

Joel Biskie will be working on his private pilot 

license. 

Brian Phipps will be flying the Archer and the 

Warrior, and is working on his IFR ticket. 

Please extend a warm welcome to these new 

members. 

Christmas Party InfoChristmas Party Info  
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Redeu on Clark Berryman 
In the October “Skywriting” I made a 

mistake of using a wrong first name. 

Please congratulate Clark Berryman 

for passing his Commercial Pilot check 

ride on September 15th. My apologies. 

Recent Flight Time 

                   October  Annual 
 N32204      17.8   Apr 2021 
 N8114F      16.2  May 2021  
 N4RB         9.2  Sep 2021 
 Total:     43.2 
We are at 30 pilots as of November 1st 

Spring Plane WashSpring Plane Wash  
May 21, 2022, 11 am 

Rain DateRain Date  
May 28, 2022 

November 2021 
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Survey: Older Pilots See Discrimination 

from Insurers—From Flying Online 

Pilots older than 70 are being dropped or canceled 

by insurance agencies without losses. 

Older pilots who may be safe, current, and just as 
capable as younger pilots are being treated differ-
ently by aircraft insurance companies—sometimes 
facing premium hikes or losing coverage altogeth-
er—according to a new survey by the Aircraft 
Owners and Pilots Association (AOPA). 

The survey of more than 30,000 pilots and aircraft 
owners across the country was triggered by reports 
that pilots over the age of 70 are being dropped or 
canceled from their insurers even if they haven’t 
had a loss. 

“I continue to hear from members who have been 
flying for decades, with thousands of hours and a 
stellar safety record, who are getting bad news from 
their insurance company through absolutely no fault 
of their own,” said AOPA president Mark Baker in 
a statement. 

Baker said this treatment of older pilots doesn’t 
make sense when you look at the numbers. 

Among its findings, AOPA reported that not only 
do older pilots have more total hours, which is ex-
pected, they also fly more frequently and are more 
likely to stay proficient. 

Other findings: 

 Pilots older than 70 flew an average of nearly 
70 hours in the past year, while the younger pi-

lots flew less than 50. 

 Pilots who are 70 or older were no more likely 
to have been involved in an accident in the past 
five years than younger pilots. 

 More than 75 percent of the surveyed pilots 
over age 70 have an instrument rating, com-
pared to 66 percent of those under 70. 

 More than 50 percent of the surveyed pilots 
over age 70 have an airline transport pilot or 
commercial certificate, compared to 40 percent 
of those younger than 70. 

 
So if older pilots are just as proficient, just as 

safe, and fly more frequently, why are insurers 

dropping them? 

Insurance premiums within the aviation indus-
try have continued to rise in recent years. Even for 
older pilots who are willing to pay the increase in 
rates, it’s hard to find a company to insure them, or 
they get dropped from their current policy altogeth-
er. Insurers have autonomy to drop any policy hold-
er as they see fit, even if they pay their bills on time 
and have never had a loss. It is important to note 
that while holding car insurance is a requirement by 
law, pilots who own and fly their own aircraft are 
not required to hold insurance unless the aircraft 
generates income. 

The general aviation industry just experienced 

its safest year ever, marking a 29 percent year-over-

year improvement in the accident rate, so dropping 

an older pilot due to safety concerns doesn’t hold 

much weight. Medical incapacitation is one of the 

rarest of accident causes. 

 

By Ashley Barajas  November 18, 2021 

The Flying Club Christmas PartyThe Flying Club Christmas Party  
 

This years flying club Christmas party will be held at Pagalo's Pizzeria & Gelato in Milan, IL.  
The address is 119 First Ave West, in Milan, IL. The festivities will begin at 6:PM Friday, December 

10th, and will go on till everyone is full of pizza and hangar talk.  
The Flying Country club will provide the pizza and club members will be responsible for their own 

drinks.  
Last year's party was canceled due to COVID 19, so we should make this a well attended event this 

year. All members, spouses and family members are invited to attend. 
 

Safe Skies and Happy Flying! 
George Bedeian, Activity Coordinator 

 563-381-3113 or vgb@q.com  
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Freezing Time of Year 
This time of year our weather goes through 

the annual change that affects our foliage and 
what we wear.  It’s a time of large temperature 
swings below freezing.  It’s that time to remind 
people to be extra careful about icing and freez-
ing rain. 

Make sure the engine is preheated when the 
temperatures go below 20 degrees. It's not only a 
club rule, but you'll save yourself some embar-
rassment and the cost of a jump-start if you do. 
Besides warming the oil so it circulates quickly, 
warm oil is easier on the battery and starter.  
When an aircraft is in our hangers the TANIS 
heaters should be plugged in. 

Away from home find out what the FBO 
charges for plugging in the TANIS.  Do remem-
ber the TANIS doesn’t heat an engine quickly. 

Some FBO's let you park the airplane inside 
a warm hanger for the same price as a pre-heat. 
A warm hanger is always better than a pre-heat.  
However, if you do use a warm hanger, melted 
snow might have gone into hinges. Check those 
controls before going airborne!  

Some FBO's use a "flame thrower" that 
would make a better paint stripper than a pre-
heater. Don't let FBO’s keep flame throwers on 
very long or damage can occur to engine & 
cowling components.  It's also a good idea to call 
ahead to your destination airport to find out what 
options will be available. 

Auto gas is pretty volatile, and evaporates in 
the cold pretty well.  It is easier to start in cold 
weather than the fuel we use in our aircraft.  Our 
100LL isn’t very volatile on purpose so it won’t 
evaporate at high altitudes and temperatures.  
Well, 100LL works great in the summer, but in 
the cold winter it resists vaporization.  Review 
the engine start procedures. Over-priming can be 
a real problem in the winter. 

Once the engine has started check the gages 
to be sure the battery is charging.  Let the engine 
warm up before you take the runway for takeoff. 
Taxiing to the runway is not enough to adequate-
ly warm an engine when temperatures are in the 
teens or lower. 

During slushy conditions on the ramps/
taxiways, or where there may be blowing snow 

on the airfield use your brakes sparingly. The 
heat generated by braking can melt blowing 
snow. When you stop to do your run-up melted 
snow may freeze and lock the brake discs to the 
brake shoes. Those who fly the Bonanza should 
also remember to let the gear hang out a little 
longer to let various states of H2O blow off the 
wheels, or the gear may freeze up in the wheel 
wells. 

After you reach the destination, and begin 
your approach descent, also be careful.  Chang-
ing your engine from producing power and heat 
to drag and compressed air will shock cool the 
engine. Shock cooling an engine can occur in 
any weather when the power isn't managed cor-
rectly, and that goes double in the winter. Plan 
ahead for your descent, and reduce power in 
steps.  This is another instance where thinking 
ahead of the airplane is good. 

When a parked airplane accumulates a coat 
of frost as temperatures drop in the evening, 
make sure you remove it before flight. Frost on 
the airfoils can degrade performance considera-
bly. Never use a scraper on the wings or wind-
shield, and pounding the sheet metal to remove 
ice will damage the airfoil. On airplanes like the 
Bonanza leading edge dents  can greatly decrease 
laminar flow.  You can remove the effect of the 
frost by rubbing your gloved hand over the lead-
ing edges to smooth the frost over. 

Watch out for snowdrifts - even small ones 
can ruin your day. Also, taxiing in cross winds 
can be exciting when you hit a patch of packed 
snow or ice. That's also when you realize you're 
taxiing too fast or locking the brakes. 

Frost can develop on the inside of the win-
dows from our exhaled moisture when the air-
craft is closed up. The defrosters depend on good 
forward motion to work. Opening a door or win-
dow may not be very warm, but it can keep the 
windows from frosting up until you're ready to 
taxi. 

These are just a few tips to make your win-
ter flying safer and more enjoyable. Check the 
aircraft manual for factory recommendations. 
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Just What You Wanted to Know 

November 18, 1883 - Railroads create time zones.  Up until November 1883, the time in every commu-
nity was set when the sun was at high noon.  This meant that every community had a slightly different 

time.  That was a real headache for railroads.  Not only was scheduling a nightmare, it was danger-
ous.  In 1883, railroads had a meeting at the Grand Pacific Hotel in Chicago which stood at the corner of 

Jackson and LaSalle.  There is a monument in the sidewalk there. 
 

The United States actually has nine time zones.  We usually just think of four, Eastern, Central, Moun-
tain and Pacific.  The others are Alaska Standard Time, Hawaii-Aleutian Standard Time, Wake Time, 

Chamorro Standard Time (covering the Northern Marianna’s and Guam), Samoa Standard Time, Atlan-
tic Standard Time (U.S. Virgin Islands and Puerto Rico) and also Earth Time which covers outlying U.S. 

Minor Islands.  The United States did not officially adopt time zones until 1918. 

We Have a Couple of Housekeep-
ing Items 

When you shut down after a flight please 

turn the avionics off before you turn off the master 

switch. Most avionics are surge protected, but flip-

ping off the master can send a surge to electric 

items not turned off, so we prefer to be on the cau-

tious side. 

When you’re done checking the oil in your 

preflight checkout the dipstick should be tightened 

so it’s snug as a bug, not so tight that the next pilot 

must use a pliers to loosen it. We have at least one 

pilot who is overly concerned about that dipstick 

coming loose.  

A Word About Engine 
Heat 

Our aircraft are all 
equipped with TANIS engine 
heaters. With cords connected 
the “hot” 110VAC plug is set to 
come on when the temperature 
is 40 degrees or less and at 5 
am. They turn off at 8 pm. 
When you check the oil you can 
feel the engine warmth when 
the heat is working. If the en-
gine is cold there’s a problem. 
It’s possibile the power was off, 
and changed our heater times.  


