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Plane Wash Date ChangePlane Wash Date Change  
The Plane wash date has changed. Please The Plane wash date has changed. Please 

make a note of it.make a note of it.  

Speaking About the Archer... 

There is a plastic air vent deflector on the co-
pilot side wall near the floor. It is pretty easy to ac-
cidentally step on and damage it when entering and 
exiting the aircraft. 

This vent is really nice to have on the hot days 
that will be coming soon. 

So please keep this in mind and be careful with 
your foot placement when entering and exiting the 

aircraft. 
Thank You, 

Gary Knapp, Archer Plane Captain 

Tidbits 

April 1, 1563 -In 1563, the Council of  
Trent changed the first day of the year from April 1 
to January 1. 

Soon April 1 became the butt of jokes.  People 
were sent on fool’s errands and had “kick me signs” 
pinned to them.   

One April Fool’s Day, it was announced one of 
our super aircraft carriers would be docking at one 
of the bridges in Peoria, Illinois.  Totally impossi-
ble, of course, but people showed up to see it.   

By the way, your shoe is untied! 

Warrior Passenger Seat Back Failure 

The seat back in the Warrior has failed. The follow-
ing was posted by Tim Leinbach CFII on  

Schedulemasater: 
“The Co-Pilot seat is broken. When we pulled in to 

get fuel the rear left corner dropped to the floor. 
After examination, there is a tube that holds the seat 

up that is busted at the point of contact.” 
One of my favorite rants about most of the low 
wing GA aircraft is the necessity of the pilot to 

climb over the co-pilot’s seat to get to the left seat. 
Designers didn’t consider people entering and leav-
ing the aircraft would be pushing on that seat back. 

Now we have this failure. Failures cost the Club 

dollars that get passed on to you by default. Please 
be careful entering and exiting our air-
craft, and caution others to do the same. 

Recent Flight Time 

                 Mar Annual 
 N32204      22.8  Apr 2020 
 N8114F      23.0 Apr 2021  
 N4RB         12.1 Sept 2020 
 Totals:      57.9 28 pilots 

Spring Plane WashSpring Plane Wash  
May 15, 2021, 11 am 

Rain DateRain Date  
May 22, 2021 

April 2021 

Don’t worry about talking to yourself….there 
are times you need expert advice. 
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Historic April 

April 3, 1860 - The Pony Express begins.  A 
letter could be carried from St. Joseph, Missouri, to 
Sacramento, California, in 10 days.  After the 
Transcontinental Railroad was completed in 1869, 
that time was cut to 4 days.   

Since then, we have computerized the Post Of-
fice, added air mail and so we are back at 10 days 
again.  

April 6, 1832 - The Black Hawk War be-
gins.  Chief Black Hawk, a Sauk Indian, was born 
near present day Rock Island, Illinois. The constant 
encroachment of settlers on Indian lands that were 
supposed to be protected by treaties drove Chief 
Black Hawk to war.  General Edmund P. Gaines 
arrived with United States troops.  He was soon 
joined by Illinois Militia which included Captain 
Abraham Lincoln. 

Did You Really Want to Know Why? 
Why do ships and aircraft use 'mayday' as their 

call for help? Because it comes from the French 
word m'aidez - meaning 'help me' - and is pro-
nounced, approximately, 'mayday.' 

 
Why is someone who is feeling great 'on cloud 

nine'? Because types of clouds are numbered ac-
cording to the altitudes they attain, with nine being 
the highest cloud (cumulonimbus at 30,000 feet) as 
used by the NWS. If someone is said to be on cloud 
nine, person is floating well above worldly cares. 

 
In golf, where did the term 'Caddie' come from? 

It is believed that when Mary Queen of Scots went 
to France as a young girl, Louis, King of France, 
learned she loved the Scots game 'golf.'  He had the 
first course outside of Scotland built for her enjoy-
ment. To make sure she was properly chaperoned 
(and guarded) while she played, Louis hired ca-
dets from a military school to accompany her. 
Mary liked this a lot and when she returned to 
Scotland (not a very good idea in the long run), she 
took the practice with her.  In French, the word ca-
det is pronounced 'ca-day' and the Scots changed it 
into caddie. 

Engine Failure Causes 
Excerpt From AVweb by Paul Bertorelli 

These are causes of engine failure that NASA 
found in their study of available data. The good 
news is that engine failure is a very small compo-
nent of aircraft accidents. 

1.Unknown   29% 
2.Structural   17% 
3.Maintenance   16% 
4.Fuel Starvation   16% 
5.Fuel Exhaustion     9% 
6.Carburetor Ice     6% 
7.Fuel Contamination    5% 
8.Miscellaneous   2-5% 
It’s too bad the “Unknown” is such a large 

component, but it reflects the interest the FAA has 
in investigating GA accidents. Also unknown is 
how often engine failures occur without an acci-
dent involved and never get reported. 

This next table regards what phase of flight 
the failures occurred in: 

1. Cruise   36% 
2. Take off   34% 
3. Approach  14% 
4. Maneuvering    8% 
5. Other     8% 
Considering the amount of time spent in cruis-

ing, it’s not surprising that most occur in that 
phase. Then also considering the stresses involved 
in the high power requirement of the take off 
phase that too is not surprising. 

All in all engine failures are not up there with 
“flight into IMC”, but adding up 4—7 yields 36%, 
and I can’t help thinking those are pilot controlled 
items.  

What we can do to reduce or eliminate our 
exposure to engine failure: 
 Got gas? The old saying about the fuel left on 

the ground applies here. 
 Sump the fuel. Make sure it’s not JetA or wa-

ter. 
 Check the oil. 
 Oil analysis, which is not a preflight item. 
 Consider an engine monitor. 
 Know your fuel system. 
 Use carb heat when appropriate. Those who 

use a fuel injected airplane and switch off to a 
carbureted airplane can get complacent with 
this item. I know from experience. 

 Don’t skip the visual inspection. This item is 
not necessarily a preflight item. Our plane 
captains do an excellent job of scoping under 
the cowl, but if you see an oil pool under the 
cowl...well, you might want to suspect some-
thing is wrong. 

What Are Your Interests? 
Each month I try to find things that are interesting 

to you as a pilot and Club member. Often the Board 
of Directors provide material from the monthly Di-

rectors Meeting. Some of it I get from aviation 
press releases. What is your interest? Let me know 

at englishdj@mchsi.com. 
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About Your Schedule… 

One of the luxuries of having an online/
telephone scheduling service is the ability to 
schedule an airplane from home, from work, from 
somewhere you are stuck or stranded. You can 
check from afar if an airplane is going to be used 
at a certain date and time, and avoid a conflict 
with a fellow pilot. You can also cancel from 
afar. 

However, the system only works when 
members keep the system credible, and that 
brings me to the point of this notice. We have had 
a few pilots who have made a schedule, and then 

for whatever reason didn’t fly the airplane. If you 
can’t fly the airplane, cancel your reservation. It’s 
really pretty simple, and considerate to your fel-
low pilots. 

The alternative is for the board of directors 
to start charging members for the time they have 
scheduled when they don’t cancel or use the air-
plane as scheduled. We really don’t want to go 
there. The best solution is for people to self disci-
pline themselves to cancel when circumstances 
change and they can’t fly. You know when that 
is, and it isn’t 15 minutes before your schedule 
starts. So be honest with your peers in the Club. 

Top: Last year at the plane wash George Bedeian was trying to explain something here. 

Bottom: Finishing touches are put on the Warrior at the plane wash 2020. 
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My Comment: 
It never fails; The military is looking for a new 

weapons system, and the Pentagon goes for it. The 
concept goes from desk to desk and by the time it’s 
all over the military has a weapon that does every-
thing but winds up doing very little very well. Plus, 
trying to be a do all and for all the services it be-
comes a frightful over budget mess. Is that what 
happened to the F-35 Lightning II?  

Is The F-35 Irrelevant? 
Russ Niles; AVweb Insider; April 5, 2021 

There must be something about spring that in-
spires new initiatives and confident moves to the 
future and U.S. military leaders are in fine fettle, 
designing their dream fleets of the latest and great-
est to protect the country and many others. 

The Air Force and Navy have trotted out billions 
in plans for new aircraft to replace some designs 
that, despite numerous upgrades over the years, are 
due for a rest. 

The two arms of the military generally go their 
own way on these sorts of things and these latest 
announcements continue that tradition with a 
strange twist.  

The Air Force’s big idea is to replace the F-16 
with an all-new platform. The Viper (don’t ever call 
it a Fighting Falcon in the presence of an F-16 pilot) 
is the most numerous type in the fleet with more 
than 1,000 in service and it’s still in production, a 
remarkable feat for a design that first took three di-
mensional form almost 50 years ago. It’s a pilot’s 
airplane and its extensive upgrades over the years 
have kept it a reliably relevant tool for the Air 
Force. It’s also popular with U.S. allies and the lat-
est variants are still attracting orders that could push 
production into the next decade. 

But, it’s yesterday’s airplane according to Air 
Force Chief of Staff Gen. Charles Q. Brown and he 
doesn’t want yet another upgrade. “Actually, I want 
to build something new and different that’s not the F
-16; that has some of those capabilities, but gets 
there faster, using our digital approach.” That 
sounds like the Air Force definition of a blank check 
but I digress.  

What’s interesting about Brown’s announce-
ment is that there is no mention of unmanned air-
craft or whether the replacement aircraft will need 
human guidance. Over at the Navy, it’s all about 
drones. 

Rear Adm. Gregory Harris told a Navy League 
breakfast that he sees a 60/40 split on unmanned and 
manned aircraft on his ships and bases and the new 
manned plane will be a replacement for the F/A-18 

Super Hornet and its electronic warfare version, the 
Growler. He also wants all-new hardware and he’s 
also musing about it being capable of unmanned 
operation. Whatever it is, it will fly with a “Little 
Buddy” drone that will accompany it on missions. 

While the two military commands appear to be 
going in opposite directions there is a common 
thread to their approaches and that is the F-35. 

You might recall that the F-35 was supposed to 
be the bread-and-butter platform for both the Navy 
and the Air Force and do everything needed in a 
modern fighter. 

According to the Air Force’s Brown, the Light-
ning II is a $100 million piece of fine china to be 
brought out on special occasions to wow the neigh-
bors. It does have some spectacular capabilities but 
it’s so buggy that it can’t be trusted to carry out the 
trench work. Brown wants something he can actual-
ly use but he put it more delicately than I. “This is 
our ‘high end’ [fighter], we want to make sure we 
don’t use it all for the low-end fight … We don’t 
want to burn up capability now and wish we had it 
later.” 

The Navy’s Harris was harder on the F-35. He 
didn’t even acknowledge a role for it. His only ref-
erence to the aircraft was that he didn’t want the 
procurement process for his new airplanes to be the 
drawn out affair that has dogged the F-35s tortured 
introduction to active service, limited though it is. 

The F-35 was a bold new concept in military 
procurement: a common type to be used by allies as 
a capable and efficient fighting force. It’s ballooned 
into the most expensive military project ever under-
taken and despite its breathtaking cost the final re-
sult gets mixed reviews at best. 

These latest developments are far worse for the 
Joint Strike Fighter concept. 

The top brass of the U.S. military are no longer 
just saying the F-35 is bad. They’re saying it’s irrel-
evant. 


